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Sarah Mangan and Jorge Martinez de Santiago won the election.

Bolander even participated
in campaigning from across the
ocean while he studies abroad in
Oxford this spring, Zooming into
events and doing as much work
as he could while in a different
time zone.
“Campaigning (looked) like
cozy dorm room lighting and
dreaming and hoping for the future,” Mangan said.
Steve Austin, director of student
programs, said that all candidates
put themselves vulnerably in front
of the Taylor student body and he
appreciates their “thoughtfulness,
energy and posture of hopeful humility towards leadership.”
“Their campaigns, much like
the roles of Student Body President and Vice President, can have
(an) appearance of popularity and

influence,” Austin said. “However, this is a veneer covering the
truth that all four candidates
have worked tirelessly behind the
scenes just for the opportunity to
be elected to serve for a whole
year, working hard and mostly behind the scenes on behalf of students. This is why I hope students
take the time to vote, because all
four candidates and the good
work they hope to do are worth
their consideration.”
“I couldn’t be happier with who
we’re running against,” Bolander
said. “It is hard to put into words
how thankful I am to know that the
people we’re running against we really trust with our university as well.”
Mangan and Martinez de Santiago have many goals for next
school year to continue to build
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Layne Greenwood and Matt Bolander were the runners up.

upon their platform of reset.
“We believe the trials of this past
year have produced endurance in
the (student) body,” Mangan and
Martinez de Santiago wrote on
their Instagram. “This endurance
has produced character. And this

character gives us hope for next
fall whether we’re 6 ft apart or
shoulder to shoulder.”
Read more about their plans and
ideas for 2021-2022 in next week’s
edition of The Echo on March 22.
echo@taylor.edu

TPUSA meets and Lefties at TU begins
Kyla Russell
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After weeks of campaigning,
the students of Taylor have elected a new student body president
and vice president for the 20212022 school year — juniors Sarah Mangan and Jorge Martinez
de Santiago.
Mangan will serve as president
while Martinez de Santiago will be
vice president.
Both teams encouraged students to get out and vote leading
to 811 total votes from undergraduates and MAHE students.
The winning pair ran their campaign on the platform of “Reset,”
using the scripture passage Romans 5:3-5 focusing on the points
of practicing proximity, embracing differences and creating a lasting legacy.
“We have so much hope for the
university for next year,” Mangan said. “That hope comes from
wanting to serve (locally) and
partner with the community, and
that’s a huge heart of both of ours.”
Opponents Bolander and
Greenwood focused on the word
“Clarity” in their campaign, having similar goals as Mangan and
Martinez de Santiago of being
the voice of the student body
and creating better channels of
communication.
Though it looked a little different this year as compared to pre2020 election years, both teams
participated in rigorous campaigning. From Instagram pages
that shared their platforms and
to posters, stickers and meet and
greet events, both Mangan/Martinez de Santiago and Bolander/
Greenwood made sure students
knew who they were and what
their platforms were.
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Students had different experiences at Turning Point USA (TPUSA) meetings over the past few
weeks. This led to the forming of
a new campus club, Lefties at TU.
TPUSA, a conservative non
profit club, convenes every other Thursday evening. The club
is open for attendance by anyone, but students may leave
these meetings with diverging experiences.
During the meeting times, several cultural and political topics
have been covered. According to
several students that regularly attend, differences between capitalism and socialism structure the
conversations.
“It is exciting walking into the
room because the conversation is
always lively and you get to hear
so many different perspectives,”
freshman Elisabeth Nieshalla said.
However, not all students carry
the same excitement.
According to sophomore Ellie

Campbell, “the conversation is
largely focused on America being
the best country in the world.” To
her, this results in an atmosphere
characterized by chaos.
“Part of this (chaos) stemmed
from the fact that about half of the
students in attendance were not
wearing masks and were not being respectful of those who were,”
Campbell said. “The meeting was
also chaotic in the sense that most
of the dialogue between the liberal and conservative students was
not productive in any way.”
Junior Matt Sakeuh agreed that
in the most recent meeting, tensions between students resulted
in a chaotic atmosphere.
“I feel like this last meeting we
had was good but that some people came with a little bit too much
chip on their shoulder, and came
to get angry and mad,” Sakeuh
said. “It really just depends on the
people that are there.”
Nieshalla felt order was at the
forefront, though. She cited the
hand-raising system that is in
place to keep any individual from
being talked over.
Both Sakeuh and Nieshalla feel
their voices are heard at TPUSA
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Students participate in first open hours on campus.

because of this system.
Campbell does not feel heard.
“As a liberal student, I do not
feel that my voice is heard at these
meetings… perhaps my voice
would be better heard with better mediation from the Turning
Point leadership, or in a healthier, more inclusive forum altogether,” Campbell said.
A different forum, across the

aisle, is being forged. The new club
is called Lefties at Taylor University (TU).
“Lefties at TU exists to make
progressive folks and even centrist
folks feel welcome in their political views too,” freshman Talique
Taylor, the founder of this group
said. “Taylor is very conservative-dominated, which ends up
creating a right-wing group on

campus. But liberals, progressives,
and even socialists exist on campus and they are entitled to a forum for political expression just
like the TPUSA folks.”
According to their first post on Instagram, the club is committed to
solidarity, equality, justice and peace.
The club has not met yet, but
plans to meet weekly or biweekly.
echo@taylor.edu
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“ ‘The deer literally ran full speed into
the side of the police car .’”
Spring brings excitement in Taylor police office
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Spring brings excitement in Taylor police office

Changes in weather
bring new changes
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

Spr i n g ha s come to Up land, IN. and the excitement
is felt more than ever in the
Ta y l o r U n i v e r s i t y Po l i c e
Department.
O ver Ch r istma s brea k , a
Taylor police cruiser was totaled by a deer running into
it.
“ We d idn’t hit the deer,”
said Taylor Police Chief, Jeff
Wallace. “ The deer literally
ran f ull speed into the side
of t he pol ice ca r on St ate
Road 22.”
T h is event resu lted i n a
damaged front quarter, full
a i rba g de ploy ment a nd a
tota led appra isa l f rom the
i nsu ra nce compa ny. Si nce
then, Taylor Police have been
wa l k i n g t h rou g h t he pro cess of building a new police
cruiser, but as of Fri. March
5, it is just waiting on police
decals.
“It’s a long Process” sa id
Wallace. “It’s a lot even if it
wa sn’t COV I D, but COV I D
def initely complicated it.”
The department was able
to sa lvage and ref it a large
amount of equipment from
the damaged car, and retrof it it to the new one, which

saved them upwards of
$10,000. The reconstruction
consisted of sourcing an outof-state cr u iser, putting in
the sa lva geable par ts f rom
the old car and wa iting on
additiona l parts and lights
to be shipped.
For Wallace, the most exciting part is that the car is
a hybrid, which is becoming
more common amongst new
cruisers. This feature saves
on f uel em issions a nd ga s
money, as it operates solely
on batter y power whenever
idling.
Wa l l a c e h a s a l s o b e e n
work i n g on sav i n g mone y
a nd energ y a rou nd Taylor.
Recently, Taylor Police have
had ongoing conversations
w ith the student senate and
senior leadership about inc r e a si n g l i g ht i n g a r ou nd
darker areas of campus. The
group is in the developmental stage of finding a solution
to the issue.
“ We want to respond appropriately and we want to
make sure it’s helpful in the
process,” said Wallace. “Ultimately, we want our students
to feel safe. That’s the bottom line.”
Currently, the team is dec id i n g t he most ef fe c t i ve
ty pes of lighting to use, the
available contractors for the
project and the most f iscally
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A patrol car was damaged when a deer hit it.

responsible way to accomplish all of it. The issue was
raised as a goal for 2021 and
becomes more releva nt a s
st udents spend more t i me
outside around campus.
The shif t into spring has
been present both out of the
office and inside it. New life
is present, as Lauren Yeakle,
campus police officer, occasionally brings her black labrador puppy, Daisy, into the
office in an effort to socialize
and monitor the young dog.

Yea k le ha s now been on
staff for a year, and has settled in well to the station.
“ I fe el l i k e I ’m r i g ht a t
home,” she said.
Yea k le and Wa l lace have
st ayed bu sy a s spr i ng ha s
a lso brou g ht some cha nges in ca mpus responsibi l ity. They have traded ice and
snow duties for monitoring
outdoor athletics, pedestrian
traff ic and tornado season.
Wallace especially is grateful for the shift, as he prefers

tornado drills to icy roads
any day.
As temperatures rise and
the end of the school year
is in sight, Wallace is grateful for the world slowly but
stead i ly getting a hand le
on COVID-19.
As a station, the off icers
were lim ited in how they
c ou ld i nt er a c t a nd help
students and local citizens
for a long time. A s Grant
County COV ID-19 numbers
decrease, however, they’ve

been able to do more practical things such as meet with
st udents in the of f ice a nd
g ive cr u iser rides to those
in need.
“ T hat a c t ua l ly is some thing we love to do,” Wallace
sa id . “Just l i ke ever y body
else we’re just super excited to keep pushing through
this, and I thin k we’re doi n g rea l ly wel l . It ’s exciting to see some l ig ht into
the tunnel.”
echo@taylor.edu

Student-built ThinSats are launched into space

Lessons are learned
through difficulties
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

O n Feb. 2 0, a ro ck et
launched from Virginia Space
Flight Authority had a load
of student built satellites.
These piece-of-bread sized
satel l ites c a l led T h i n Sat s
were released in near space
to collect data on that lesser st ud ie d p or t ion of t he
atmosphere.
Taylor students put together two different ThinSats for
this launch.
“ We developed on a couple of different forms,’’ said
E n g i ne e r i n g L a b M a n a ge r R ob C a r t w r i g ht . “A nd
they worked on sensors and
t he y work e d on a l l k i nd s
of c o ol st u f f t o i nt er f a c e
and measu re the atmosphere and maybe some roll
and tumble.”
These are not the f irst satellites that Taylor students
have built. Computer Science
and Eng ineering Professor

Stefan Brandle said that he
has been involved since the
first satellite that Taylor students built in 2001, TUSAT-1.
W h i le Taylor Eng i neer i ng
a nd C omput er S c ienc e de pa r t ment s have worked on
s e ver a l s a t el l it e s , t he t wo
t hat were lau nched on Feb.
20 were bu ilt under the
most u n ique c i rc u m st a nc es . T he C OV I D -19 pa ndemic forced the st udents to
go hom e i n t he m id d l e of
bu i ld i n g t he f i r st sat el l it e ,
b u t w or k c o u l d n’t s t o p i f
t he y w a nt ed t o get t he sate l l it e s c om p le t e d i n t i m e
for the lau nch which, at
t h a t p oi nt , w a s s che du le d
for A pr i l .
“ They got sent home w ith
sensors and all sorts of other stuff and they continued
to work,” said Brandle. “And
somebody wou ld Z oom i n
a nd a c t u a l ly s y nch ron i z e
the code that they’ve been
work ing on and then we run
the test, to dow nload to the
satellite and actually watch
what’s happening.
A f ter severa l delay s t he

satel l ites were lau nched
l a s t mont h , but u n for t u nately no data transmissions
were received.
T he scient ists a nd techn icia n s at V i rg i n ia Spa c e
Flig ht Author it y a re worki n g on f i g u r i n g out w h a t
happened to stop a ll of the
ThinSats on that f light from
transmitting, but for now, no
one knows.
Despite th is fa i lu re to
transmit , and the d if f icu lties in construction, the Taylor professors still v iew the
project as a success.
“ Where else can you get
that k ind of experience that
you can put on your resume
t hat hey, I a ct ua l ly developed a satellite” said Steven
Da lcher, eng ineer ing project support. “Whether or not
it worked.
Cartw right even v iews the
COVID situation as beneficial
to teaching the students better teamwork and communication skills remotely, which
w ill be an important sk ill in
this digitizing world.
echo@taylor.edu
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TU students built a ThinSat satellite.
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Alumna honors first generation students
Magallanes uses her
story to impact students
Marissa Muljat
Features Co-Editor

What if every single part of
Taylor could be seen as a safe
place for every single student?
What if Taylor was a place
where diversity was at the center of every class, activity, building and event?
Fostering this type of atmosphere is one thing that Maribel Magallanes (‘13), director of
student leadership and intercultural programs and Taylor
alumna, hopes to accomplish
through her position.
As a first generation college
student, Magallanes had to
overcome many obstacles to
arrive at the place she is today.
Although this was difficult,
maintaining a positive and determined mindset allowed her
to achieve goals neither she nor
her family originally thought
were possible.
Magallanes’ parents immigrated to the United States from
Mexico.
She grew up in the west suburbs of Chicago under a strong
influence of Mexican-American
culture.
Up until fourth grade, Magallanes attended a Spanish-speaking elementar y

Photograph provided by Maribel Magallanes

Maribel Magallanes with her husband, Diego and three children

school. Although there was an
elementary school right next to
her home, she was not allowed
to attend that school because
she did not speak English. Instead, she was forced to attend
a school much farther from
her home.

Her father eventually managed to get her into the English-speaking school and
Magallanes began attending
that school halfway through
her fourth-grade year.
“I had to push myself to learn
English in order to succeed,”
Magallanes said.
She carried this mentality of
perseverance and hope into her
high school years where she excelled academically.
When the time came for her
to start looking into college,
Magallanes was unsure of her
next steps.
Being a first-generation college student made it difficult
for her to undergo the college
search process.
“I didn’t really have any guidance or anybody leading me
through the college process,”
Magallanes said.
A girl from her church attended Taylor, and one day, Magallanes asked her if she could
visit her at college.
While visiting Taylor, Magallanes fell in love with the
campus and the Christian community. She knew that Taylor
was where she wanted to be,
but her parents told her that
there was no way it would be
financially possible.
“I would have conversations
with God and say, ‘If I’m also
your daughter, and you know
that my desire is to grow in
faith and be around a community like that, finances should
not be something that should
stop me.’” Magallanes said.
Year after year, the Lord provided for her, allowing her to
attend Taylor. During her time
at Taylor, she was the president
of the Latino Student Union, a
leader of freshmen students and
participated in intramurals.
Magallanes graduated from
Taylor in 2013 with a bachelor’s
degree in social work.
“To be able to set that new
standard for my family was a
big thing,” Magallanes said.
During her senior year of
college, Magallanes was encouraged by former President
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Maribel Magallanes graduated from the Taylor University MAHE program in the summer of 2020

Gene Habecker to apply for
the MAHE program at Taylor.
Getting a master’s degree was
something that she had never
thought about or considered,
but she decided to go for it.
Halfway through her first year
in the MAHE program, Magallanes and her husband Diego
found out they had a baby on
the way, resulting in her completing her second semester
while pregnant.
Her goal was to come back
with her daughter and finish
her second year of MAHE, but
this was put on hold when Magallanes underwent a cesarean section that led to infection
and then to a three-month-long
bed rest.
“That led to postpartum depression because I was struggling with trying to make a
connection with my daughter,
while also struggling with the
fact that I couldn’t come back
to finish the second year,” Magallanes said.
Not long after deciding to go
back and finish her master’s,
Magallanes found out she was

pregnant with her second child.
The next year, she decided
to go back and the same thing
happened: she found out she
was pregnant with her third
child.
Five years later, when she
wasn’t looking for it, God made
it clear to Magallanes that it was
time to go back to Taylor and
complete her Master’s degree.
“Sometimes, we try to fight
God’s timing and we want it our
way,” Magallanes said. “But the
importance of waiting for God’s
time is essential because when
we do that, everything just kind
of falls into place.”
Returning to college, she
was no longer focusing on
herself and her accomplishments, but instead on the impact she hoped to make in the
lives of first-generation college students.
After completing her master’s in the summer of 2020, Magallanes and her husband were
trying to figure out their next
step when a spot opened up in
the Office of Intercultural Programs (OIP) at Taylor. Working

in the OIP was something that
Magallanes had dreamed of, but
never imagined would be possible for her.
“I think the most rewarding
part is seeing students accomplish great things that they never thought they would be able to
accomplish,” Magallanes said.
Although starting this new
job has not been easy, and balancing family and work can be
tough at times, Magallanes has
focused on trusting the Lord
and allowing Him to use her to
impact and help others.
Through her position in the
OIP, Magallanes hopes to impact and motivate the students
she interacts with.
“My desire is that over the
years, our students will be able
to see any place on campus as a
safe space for them. So (we can)
bring about diversity in our academics and our alumni and admissions and all throughout the
university, and that we can see
diversity played out all throughout campus, not just in the OIP,”
Magallanes said.
echo@taylor.edu
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Caleb Miller: getting to know the man, the music
Miller shares his piano
skills with the DC
Sarah Wordhouse
Staff Writer

Through the ruckus and
crowded Dining Commons
(D C), there is often a sweet
sound coming from the piano on the top f loor.
Senior Caleb Miller sits
a t th e b e n c h , s e e m i n g ly
unbothered, playing tunes
over it all .
Miller began playing piano 14 years prior to first
taking a seat at the DC piano bench, but it was not
t h e t h r i l l of p l ay i n g f o r
people that caught his
attention.
Rather, it was the quality
of the piano itself.
“Honestly, it's just a really nice piano, so it's fun
to play,” Miller said . “It's
kind of like driving a nice
car for a musician.”
In ad dition to th e pi ano acting as a nice car for
Mi l l er, h e al s o t ake s th e
lyrics of “Piano Man,” “Play
us a song, you’re the Piano
Man,” to heart.
Miller says he plays not
just for his own enjoyment
but also for others.
Passersby have thanked
Miller for his contribution
to th e atmosph ere of th e
bustling D C before, especi al ly card sw ip er Susan
Malone.
Someone even wrote him

a thank you letter for his
uplifting notes.
Even though Miller plays
consistently at the DC, he
did not always enjoy playing piano for fun.
It was not until high
s c h o o l th a t h e b e ga n t o
v i e w th e pi an o a s a to o l
for joy.
Miller changed his viewpoint after discovering
improvisation through
playing for his church
“First of all , (after) more
practice, eventually (I) got
more comfortable with it,”
Miller said . “And like with
a ny t h i n g t h a t y o u p ra c tic e a lot, y ou get to th e
p o int w h ere y o u're b a si cally f luent with being able
to play something. (This)
was around the same time
when I joined my church's
worship team, and I think
my worship leader pushed
m e pretty h ard a s far a s
improvising during prayer
tim es. Just hav in g s om eone else encouraging
m e t o g row i n th a t a re a
was helpful .”
Miller’s main playlists he
plays for passersby include
improvisation.
Th ou g h it i s on th e f ly
and under the gaze of DC
attendees, Miller has found
a comfortability in it.
Typi cal ly, Mi l l er st ar t s
hi s improv i sation w ith a
chord progression , usually a piano or jazz tune, and
improvises with his right

Photograph by Marissa Muljat

Caleb Miller plays the piano in the upper level of the DC

hand, mixing it up and
e xp erim entin g w ith n e w
chords as he goes along.
P u r su i n g a n e n g i n e e r ing degree, Miller does not
anticip at e pl ay in g pi ano
for any thing but fun and
si n c e h e i s a s e n i o r a n d
w i l l b e g raduatin g s o on ,

h e re a li z e s h e w i l l s o o n
have to say goodbye to the
sports-car-level piano.
Miller will leave the piano and Taylor this spring,
but for those who witnessed his playing during
th e cha o s, h e w i l l b e remembered as the man

behind the piano who
brought delight to the DC.
“I think (my) love of music is probably the biggest
(reason I play piano),” Miller said . “Music to me is a
ver y emotional thing that
I can really get involved in :
I enjoy playing music, and

I enjoy listening to music,
and th e D C i s on e of th e
best places—one of the
best pianos that I have access to make music (with).
It 's a p l a c e w h e re o t h e r
p e opl e can al s o appre ciate it.”
echo@taylor.edu
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“...there is a seat reserved just for you at the
Turning Point table, and your voice is of
the utmost value on these issues.”
TPUSA: the best forum on campus
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.” — The First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution

TPUSA: the best forum on campus
New forum gives
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Our View

The 1619 project
The 1619 Project has been the
topic of much debate and discussion since its publication by
the New York Times in August
of 2019.
This initiative seeks to reframe the narrative of U.S. history through the sole lens of
slavery and the henious oppression of Black Americans.
The project’s material has now
been implemented into several public high school history
curriculums across the country, hoping to give students a
more accurate and raw view of
the overarching impact of slavery on this country.
Our founding fathers’ boldness in establishing a country based on the idea of liberty
and justice for all was revolutionary, and the words they
wrote in our Constitution laid
the foundation for the great
country we have today. At the
same time, however, the reality and detrimental effects of
the enslavement and intense
racism against Blacks in our
country’s history cannot be
brushed aside.
While the fundamental idea
behind the 1619 project may be
advantageous to spur conversation about the past, there are
several issues with the factual
accuracy and single-story approach of the telling of American history.
“What I really appreciate
about the 1619 Project is it’s
causing us to stop to consider
and to recognize the struggles
that have been faced,” said the
Rev. Gregory Dyson, the vice
president of intercultural leadership and church relations.
Many are of the opinion
that the harsh realities of
American slavery have not
been taught acurately in
public schools and the 1619
Project’s mission to fix that
is admirable and important.
History should be taught
as it happened, and not as
a dumbed-down narrative
that is easier to swallow than
the truth.
However, in its effort to emphasize the oppression of Black
Americans, the 1619 Project has
been called out by many prominent scholars and professors
for its factual inaccuracies.
In the original publication of
the project, there were several instances where the writers
made claims about history that
did not have solid evidence to
back them up.
For instance, they avowed
that 1619, not 1776, was the true
founding of America because
that was when the first ship of
African slaves arrived in North
America.

“That’s just ahistorical because in 1619 you have the Virginia Colony, and that would
be just about it along the
eastern seaboard,” said Dr.
Benjamin Wetzel, assistant
professor of history at Taylor.
Additionally, the writers
claimed that the colonists’ desire to maintain slavery was
a main driving factor in their
fight for independence from
England, and there is simply
no historical basis for that
claim, Wetzel added.
As reported by Sean Wilentz, professor of history at
Princeton University, it was
not until 1787 that the movement to abolish the slavetrade was formed in London,
and that was largely inspired
by the American anti-slavery
opinons that were on the rise
in the 1760s and 70s.
These factual errors, however, have encouraged many
discussions and deep considerations about the past,
and Jakob Miller, assistant
professor of political science,
sees some positive outcomes
from this.
“It has sparked a conversation over the American Revolution, over the
founding,” said Miller. “It’s
inspired people on both
sides of the political spectrum to go back and pay
more attention to it, and I
think that is extraordinarily valuable.”
Both of these claims about
the founding and the American Revolution were quietly amended by the writers of
the project in response to expressed concerns from the academic community. However,
the appearance of lazy journalism in attempting to make
unfounded statements about
history remains.
The 1619 Project can be admired for its desire to accurately convey the atrocities of
American slavery and racial
injustice throughout American history.
It is true that there is
not an aspect of our country’s history that was untouched by slavery. That
should never be ignored
or belittled.
It must be held in equal
weight, however, that it is
problematic to look at history and say that one thing
was the defining factor. Such
a narrow, one-dimensional
view of any story fails to do
justice to the whole picture
and does not consider the
human complexity of the individuals involved.
OUR VIEW continues on Page 6

If you haven’t yet heard,
Taylor University has a new
unofficial club on campus —
Turning Point USA — and, currently, it’s the best outlet for
open discussion, regarding
politics, that this university
has to offer.
The club was started by
sophomores Peter Crowe and
Kade Werner at the beginning
of this semester. Meetings occur every other Thursday at
7:30 p.m.
The hope behind bringing Turning Point to Taylor’s
campus was to stren g then the conservative voice in
the university’s community,
while also fostering discussion through an open discussion forum.
“The motivation to have
Turning Point on campus
was because I reached out
to them about a potential internship,” Crowe said. “They
asked that I start a chapter
on campus, and I was excited for the idea of opening an
area for people to share their
opinions, especially opinions
that can be a minority on a
college campus.”
While Taylor may be a
more “right-leaning ” campus than, say, a public institution, there have still been a
fair share of controversies on
campus in recent years, and
that’s reason enough to start
an open forum of dialogue,
Crowe added.
In a nutsh ell , Turning
Point USA is a conservative
activism organization. Started by Charlie Kirk, conservative radio talk show host
and activist, the organization aims to reach the minds
of young students through
campus “chapters” in both
high school and college
environments.
“The organization’s mission is to identify, educate,
train, and organize students
to promote the principles of
freedom, free markets, and
limited government,” Turning
Point wrote on their website.
“Turning Point USA believes
that every young person can
be enlightened to true free
market values.”
At the core of their mission, Turning Point is looking to preserve the values of
American freedom that make
our nation so great — and the
organization appeals primarily to young academics, the future of America.
Crowe expressed similar
sentiment in the motivation
behind starting a local chapter on campus.
“The driving point behind
TPUSA is activism, and being
able to discuss political topics, but also being prepared
to take opinions out into the
world,” Crowe said. “At the end
of the day, it’s about protecting
the rights and freedoms that
we are given, and standing
up for values that have made
America great, and have made
America the greatest country
in the world. So it’s almost bigger than Taylor. It’s a preparation for life, in showing how
blessed we are in standing up
for those values in life.”
C r o w e a n d We r n e r
reach the campus community through Instagram, primarily, using the account
@tpusa.tayloru.
The account has a simple bio, to reflect the simple

Photograph provided by Peter Crowe

Peter Crowe, left, and Kade Werner, right, show
their support for TPUSA and their country.

— yet valuable — beliefs held by
the club.
“Freedom, Free Market,
Limited Government,” reads
the bio.
That’s it. Short, sweet, and
to the point.
The two proctors utilize
large lecture classrooms for
their meetings, so as to accommodate all potential participants. The Feb. 25 meeting
had 50+ people in attendance.
However, the meetings aren’t recognized by Taylor as an
official club, despite the large
amount of attendance garnered at each meeting. Crowe
and Werner have been proactive in solidifying a permanent
club status, but to no avail.
“Students registered Taylor University as an official
chapter through the (Turning
Point) organization, prior to
their first meeting,” the Echo
reported recently. “Since then,
the official status of the club
has changed.
The reason for this shift
is not clear ; the club is now
operating in an unofficial capacity. The club is still in action though, both online and
in person.”
According to Crowe, the
on-campus Turning Point
chapter was never approved
by the university for an official
club status in the first place —
the status is still pending.
Crowe and Werner both
expressed that they have been
jumping through the hoops
to solidify this status, but the
process has taken more time
than they expected.
“I initially reached out to
Steve Austin through email
back in January,” Crowe said.
Since that time, Crowe has
emailed back and forth with
Steve Austin, associate dean
of student leadership and director of student programs, as
well as meeting with administrators, such as Skip Trudeau,
vice president for student development, and Mike Hammond, provost and executive
vice president, in face-to-face
meetings.
Crowe and Werner have
wanted to start this club for
nearly two months now, and it
seems as though no progress
has been made on the university’s end.
It could be that maybe
there was a simple miscommunication in the process
— or, perhaps Taylor as an institution is cautious of opening another d oor of potential
controversy on campus.
According to Austin, there
are a series of check marks
that need to be met by club
organizers in order to be approved for club status.
The process is as follows,
according to Austin:
Club organizers present
their idea to Austin, who is
the direct overseer of campus
clubs.
The club then presents

to the campus student senate where they are either approved or denied.
The club then presents
again to a committee of community members, composed
of students, faculty and staff.
If all of these marks are
hit, then an organization can
start functioning as an official
campus club. Turning Point
is in the midst of this process
presently.
Some of the main questions that arise for Taylor
while reviewing Turning Point,
Austin added, include whether
or not the club can be entrusted with the responsibility of
representing Taylor’s mission
and beliefs well, and whether
an affiliation with a political
club would affect the perception of Taylor as a non-profit
institution.
“We had a young republicans group that wanted to
form a club awhile back,” said
Austin. “I talked with my direct supervisor, and eventually it was decided that the
club wouldn’t be a good fit
for campus.”
Austin added that, after talking with Trudeau, the
young republicans group was
reviewed by the Taylor legal
team, which weighed in heavily on the decision.
All that to say, Crowe and
Werner have stuck to their
guns and are meeting on campus regardless.
In one of the recent club
meetings, the discussion revolved primarily around the
values of socialism versus
capitalism.
Turning Point, as a national corporation, seems to have
strong opinions on the ideals
of socialism. A scrolling banner at the top of their website
displays the simple message,
“SOCIALISM SUCKS,” amongst
other buzzwords and
catchy phrases.
W h i l e Tu r n i n g Po i n t ,
both nationally and on Taylor’s campus, leans heavily on
traditional pillars of conservative ideals, ultimately, the
club’s goal is to open dialogue
and social discourse, not to
shut down opposing views and
opinions held by more liberal-minded individuals.
“The aim is partially educational, and partly discussion based,” Crowe said. “We
want there to be an education
side where people can learn
about topics they’re not familiar with, and people can
learn facts and numbers, and
find reasons behind opinions
as opposed to just having
an opinion.”
People with all different
opinions should be able to
discuss those opinions, Crowe
added. Attendees learn more
about what people believe and
why they believe it, or so is the
goal of the meetings.
And while these meetings
are meant to be educational

and discussion based, there’s
still plenty of room for disagreement as well.
“No matter what the topic is, no matter who’s talking,
som eon e i s going to di sagree,” Werner said. “We try
to stop the conversation in
its tracks before it really gets
out of hand. But so far, we haven’t had any personal attacks
in discussions.”
So, while the club may
indeed claim that “socialism
sucks,” for example, the discussion doesn’t end there. In
fact, that’s only the beginning
of the discussion.
On campus, Crowe and
Werner, who act as the proctors during the meetings, have
done an excellent job in making sure that all opinions are
heard throughout meeting
times, regardless of differences in opinion. They utilize an old-school discussion
method — hand raising — to
make sure that everyone gets
a chance to speak and share
their thoughts.
For example, in a recent
meeting, some participants
made compelling points about
the benefits em provides for
th e lower class.
While these points do not
align with the values and opinions held by Turning Point,
these individuals were not
asked to leave, nor were they
ridiculed or judged for the
points they shared.
Instead, the remaining
participants, along with Crowe
and Werner, were given the opportunity to respond to these
points, and to ask questions of
the opposing individuals.
Alternate viewpoints —
those in opposition to Turning Point — have actually
been very helpful in inciting
educational conversation ,
Werner added.
The diversity in opinion at
each meeting has been more
than beneficial in showing
the values held by each side of
the aisle.
The goal is discussion —
and the more open and vulnerable individuals are with their
opinions, the more fruitful the
discussion becomes.
Ultimately, Turning Point
aims to be a space of ideas
and questions — a think tank,
if you will.
Respect from both sides,
conservative and liberal, is
necessary for proper learnin
g, and so far, Crowe and Werner have made sure to value
respectful conversation above
all else.
“We want people to stand
up for what they believe and
what is right,” said Crowe.
“People with all different opinions should be able to discuss
those opinions.”
In future meetings, Crowe
and Werner hope to tackle
more hot-button issues such
as the abortion debate, the
Black Lives Matter movement
and the integration of faith
and politics.
So, while you may not
agree with the fundamental
beliefs of Turning Point, just
know this: there is a seat reser ved just for you at the
Turning Point table, and your
voice is of the utmost value on
these issues.
If you’re politically minded and not shy of discourse,
this is the perfect outlet for
your thoughts.
“At the end of the day, everybody on Taylor’s campus
is a Christ follower, or at least
I hope they are,” Crowe said.
“Everyone who attends these
meetings is united under that
one body, and we need to have
love and respect for our brothers and sisters in Christ.”
echo@taylor.edu
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“Taylor students share their
excitement as Airband is still on for
the spring of 2021. ”
Airband makes its grand return to the stage

TheEchoNews.com

5

March 15, 2021 MONDAY

Airband makes its grand return to the stage
Spring is back and
so is Airband
Adeline Gonzalez
Staff Writer

Taylor students share their excitement as Airband is still on
for the spring of 2021.
As we have seen from Nostalgia Night, there will be many
changes in regard to audience
capacity and requirements for
performances. There is a lot of
confusion and uncertainties
surrounding how Airband will
be showcased this year in the
age COVID-19.
Sophomore Israel Smith, a
member of ICC, shared what
some of the biggest regulations
will be for Airband.
“Masks for everyone,” Smith
said. “Masks in the audience.
Masks for the groups that are
doing it. That’s the biggest
thing. We’ll be sanitizing all
the chairs.”
In short, Smith expressed
that the guidelines would be
the same as what Taylor University has put in place for the
school year. However, they will
be intensified for the night of
Airband.

Just like Nostalgia Night,
there will be two showings in
order to regulate the masses of
students and prevent the spread
of COVID-19 as much as possible. It will be required for students to space out throughout
the theater. This means leaving seats open between themselves and their peers. Those in
the same family unit will also
be required to social distance.
“As for online showings, I
know that was an idea that was
thrown around, but mainly for
parents and people that typically come from off campus,”
freshman ICC member Emily
Johnson said. “I don’t know if
that is necessarily for students,
but I’m sure that it can be.”
Smith echoed this idea, affirming that students in quarantine or isolation would still
be able to participate in the online showings of Airband.
Johnson expressed how Taylor is committed to improve
with their enforcement of
COVID-19 guidelines with every
new event.
Concern was raised after the
second showing of Nostalgia
Night due to numerous regulations being broken. Some

students snuck in, while others
ignored social distancing rules.
ICC hopes Airband will go
more smoothly regarding CDC
guidelines.
“Obviously, practices are
stricter than usual.” “Less times
are available when it comes to
space and making sure people
are wearing their masks,” Johnson said. “When it comes to the
actual night, I’m pretty sure it’s
just regular. Wear masks and do
what you’ve got to do to keep
the COVID-19 levels low.”
While many groups are staying with the previous year’s choreography that they were not
able to perform, others look forward to starting fresh as more
members have joined.
With the lack of available
practice times, however, the
ability to add new dances becomes more challenging for
Airband groups.
“The music building is off
limits.” “In the past years, a lot
of bands would practice in the
band room, but they’re being
very strict that the music building is for music majors,” Smith
shared.
Despite all of these new
rules, excitement increases

Photograph povided by Taylor University

Students from Third Center Olson and Third East Wengatz perform in their 2019 Airband.

on campus.
Not only will this be the first
Airband for the new freshman
and transfer students, but it will
be a new experience for sophomores, having been sent home
early last school year.

Sophomore Mary Sargent is
participating in Airband for the
first time this year.
“Even with all of these changes, Airband will be so much
fun.” “I have looked forward to
it for so long,” Sargent said.

Taylor students are making
the most out the cards they’ve
been dealt. Get ready for an exciting event built from over a
year of anticipation on April
10th.
echo@taylor.edu

Delight Ministries brings unity to campus
Delight Ministries’ first
semester at Taylor
Lilia Snyder
Staff Writer

Delight Ministries at Taylor
began as a nudge from the
Lord and turned into a Bible
study with over 70 women
in attendance.
Sophomore Lindy Ruth Rader first heard about Delight
Ministries in high school. Since
it is an organization that aims
to reach out to college girls,
Rader could not participate
during high school, but she fell
in love with it through reading
one of their books.
After some time went by and
the pandemic hit, Rader came
up with the idea of starting a
Delight group at Taylor.
She felt the Lord prompting
her to do it, especially since
there was not really a Bible
study like this at Taylor.
“We have a lot of things that

are focused in dorms, wings or
floors, but we wanted to bridge
that gap across campus,” Rader said.
Over time spent talking
to God and reaching out to
friends to help organize and
lead, they contacted Delight
headquarters and even connected with groups at other
colleges in order to set up a
successful semester.
Once the Student Senate was
able to help, Delight Ministries
was finally able to start for the
first time at Taylor.
Every Wednesday from 7-8:30
p.m., girls will meet on the first
floor of Euler and branch out
into small groups.
Since Delight Ministries ended up having such a large turnout, Rader got more leaders
to help.
Over the course of this semester, girls at Taylor and other colleges across America are
diving into the book of Acts.
Each week consists of reading

from Acts and filling out a
study guide. Then on Wednesday nights they discuss what
they have learned from what
they read.
There is always something
girls learn in the discussion
within small groups regardless if someone has read Acts
50 times or one time, the Lord
always has a way of revealing Himself.
“We’re just learning about
the early church, specifically
like Peter and John and their
boldness in proclaiming the
gospel, and their engaging
with the Holy Spirit, and being
in communion with him,” said
sophomore Sally Boone.
On top of engaging with
scripture, the Delight Ministries group at Taylor will also
have worship nights, and they
are in the process of planning a
service project, though nothing
is set in stone yet.
Outside of diving deeper
into Acts, Delight Ministries

gave girls the opportunity to
connect with girls that they
would not normally connect
with. More importantly, girls
have been able to draw closer
to God.
“I think just learning about
other’s walks with the Lord
has been an encouragement,”
said Boone. “I think we’ve only
had, like, a few meetings, like
three, I think, but I’ve already
learned so much from them
about either what we’re talking
about, or just like how they’re
doing, and their relationship
with God.”
Since many girls are often
busy in college whether that is
with homework or a sport they
are committed to, finding the
balance to participate in the
study might be challenging, but
it is certainly doable.
“I would say it’s pretty difficult, balance is hard for me,”
said Snyder. “You can make
priorities in your life and you
make time for things that you

TOP OF THE SOURCE
#

Holly Gaskill @holly_ggaskill
We have one day off for
spring break and I’ve already
seen two jeeps leaving
campus with the tops down
and music blaring #tayloru

Hashtag #TaylorU
to any of your Taylor-related tweets to
have it featured in
next week's paper!

Artist:

deem necessary, and this is
something like Bible study and
like, reading stuff, and preparing for this is something that I
view as a priority.”
Since Delight Ministries
started out as an idea, it turned

into a way for women to connect and strengthen their faith
with one another and ultimately provide a safe and welcoming place every week.
echo@taylor.edu

TOP SONG REVIEW
Night Running-- Cage the Elephant & Beck Night Running is sonically unlike
any song you have heard. Featuring a heavy synth and driving bass-line fueling
the song. This song has many pockets and grooves for the listener to ﬁnd

Night Running

Cage the Elephant
& Beck

when perhaps on a nocturnal jog. This song lacks a certain lyrical depth, the

2

Sunflower

Post Malone &
Swae Lee

That being said, at some point all we ever want in life is a good run under the

3

Carry Me Away

Boy Pablo

4

Sucker

Jonas Brothers

5

Jesse

Frankie Cosmos

6

SImple Romance

COIN

7

Falling Water

Maggie Rogers

8

Half Love

Red Hearse

9

Still Feel

half alive

10

Humility (feat. George
Benson

Gorillaz

1
Ellie Tiemens @tiemens_elle
It always puzzles me (but
never fazes me) to see things
like whole eggshells on the
sidewalk and fake trees in the
bell tower on the way to class.
And that’s on going to school
at #tayloru

Song:

Photograph povided by Google

Delight Ministries is studying the book of Acts together.

lyrics are cyclical and never surface past running from our problems and fears.
moon.
For fans that like: Gorillaz, Red Hearse, and cardiovascular exercise.
Review by Nathaniel Boer

Truly It’s Lame

Kaylee Bornhoffer
and Carolyn Davis

Show Time
Saturdays
@ 11:00 a.m.

We Will Survive
Truly It’s Lame- A show hosted by two freshman Kaylee Bornhoffer (our very
own graphic designer) and Carlyn Davis, Truly It’s Lame is one of our up and
coming shows. A show truly about nothing, and about everything. Ranging
from topics of recent shows the hosts have watched, updates on their life, or
just nothing at all, this show is always surprisingly fun. Aggressively genuine
this show will take your heart by surprise.
For people who like: Kind of Funny Games Cast
Only on WTUR: The Source

Fun & Games
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
ACROSS
1 Buckwheat
porridge
6 Tears, as paper
10 Hobbyist’s book
15 One submitting a
tax return
16 Operatic solo
17 State bordering
both Nevada and
Canada
18 “Almost!”
19 Drink brand
associated with
NASA missions
20 Fight off
21 “Parking” image,
on signs
24 “As I see it,” to a
texter
25 Stay alcohol-free
27 Ad that spreads
awareness,
briefly
28 Baseball’s Musial
29 Princess from
a galaxy far, far
away
30 Society
newcomer
32 Minnesota NFLer
34 Slacks
36 Second dropdown list, say
39 “Kosher” image,
on labels
42 Garage floor
blemish
43 Wabbit hunter
Fudd
46 Forward, to Fellini
49 “Just a __!”
51 “Count on me!”
52 Blubbers
53 “Pow!” relative
56 Potatoes often
used for fries
58 Cape __, Mass.
59 “Registered”
image, on
product names
61 Draw out
63 DIY furniture
brand
64 Fridge forays
67 Diet-friendly
68 Blab
69 Boredom
70 Eccentric
71 Creative pursuits,
with “the”
72 Yard-grooming
tool

By Don Gagliardo

DOWN
1 Fast-food co.
serving buckets
2 Feel sick
3 Aptly named
clean-up basin
4 Speaker’s ers or
ums
5 Sports spot
6 Some rodent
homes
7 Baghdad’s land
8 Alluring poster
9 Long stories
10 Add to the staff
11 Poetic salute
12 Elk
13 28-Across
nickname
14 Chinese tea
22 Help
23 Poetic bird of one
word
25 Mont Blanc, e.g.
26 Arthur of “The
Golden Girls”
28 King Kong’s
home
31 Patting-thebaby’s-back
goal
33 “Picnic”
playwright
35 Petulant state

3/29/21

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

37 Book jacket
blurbs
38 “His Dark __”:
fantasy trilogy
40 Defendant’s
story
41 Hosting the roast
44 Use the feed bag
45 OR attendants
46 Go up
47 Ritualistic kind
of doll
48 Kidnap

3/29/21

50 Surly mutt
54 Singer Baker
with eight
Grammys
55 Manufacturer
57 Stony debris
59 Count (on)
60 Gael or Breton
62 Lap-loving pet
65 Past __: late
66 __ Loin of Beef:
Bugs Bunny
character

OUR VIEW continued from page 4

For instance, under
the 1619 Project’s curriculum, students would be
taught two things about
Thomas Jefferson.
One, that he wrote the
Declaration of Independence, and two, that he
owned slaves.
They would not
learn, however, that in
“Notes on the State of
Virginia,” he wrote of the

institution of slavery saying, “I tremble for my country when I reflect that God
is just … The Almighty has
no attribute which can
take side with us in such a
contest.”
If students were also
taught this, they would
see that — like all of us
— Jefferson was a complicated man with warring convictions.

This single lens through
which the 1619 Project beckons us to view history may
also overshadow the atrocities that other ethnic groups
have suffered at the hand of
the U.S. government.
The Trail of Tears that
the Native Americans traveled and the internment
camps on the west coast
that imprisoned thousands
of Japanese people during

World War II were regrettable offenses that should be
given appropriate attention
as well.
Let us be realistic about
the founding of our country.
Our founding fathers
were the first men in history
to found a republic dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal.
Are there things they
did not do well? Without

a doubt. Yet, despite this,
they laid the foundation in
America for freedom for all,
a foundation upon which
we have been able to improve, especially in regards
to race relations.
Without that irrefutable
and groundbreaking statement that “all men are created equal,” where would we
be today?
There are many valuable

takeaways we can glean
from the 1619 Project, and
the heart behind it is rightly passionate about conveying the deep scars American
slavery has left on this
country.
We have the advantage
of hindsight. We can investigate all sides of history. Let
us seek to do that.
echo@taylor.edu

A&E

“The actors did all of the heavy lifting, but no matter
how hard they tried, they never could pick up the
deadweight that the screenplay proved to be.”
Cellar Door
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Recapping Nostalgia Night with performers
SAC event offers music
from 1998 and before
Hailey Hendricks
A&E Editor

As a night filled with laughter
and music, Nostalgia Night 2021
marked itself as memorable for
all those in attendance. The performance embedded summer
fun in the midst of the cold that
the end of February offers and
sent the audience into a flashback with music from before the
current senior class was born.
With Interim President Paige
Cunningham opening the show
by conducting a group singing
“Sweet Victory,” giving the audience a flashback to “Spongebob,”
what could be more iconic?
The beach-themed event honored music from the timeframe
of 1998 and before. Artists offered
a variety of genres and time periods, including pieces from musical theatre, soft pop and even
hip-hop. Selected songs ranged
from Frank Sinatra’s 1964 song
“Fly Me To The Moon,” to David
Glen Eisley’s 1998 anthem “Sweet
Victory.” The show provided music for all ages and all preferences, keeping the audience on their
toes for the full show.
The emcees slid several

Photograph by Anna Collins

Senior performers take the stage for their final Nostalgia Night on Feb. 27.

references to “Spongebob” into
the show, providing laughter for
the audience and emphasizing
the theme of beach fun throughout the night.
The show’s round-up included
a well-balanced group of performances from returning performers and new ones.
Freshman Sofia Rivera explained how this experience

has been impactful on her time
at Taylor.
“Being a freshman, this was my
first time performing in front of
a large group of Taylor students,”
Rivera said. “Since no one really
has heard me sing before, it was
very nerve racking to perform in
front of so many people.”
She said the experience
was enjoyable because of the

support she received from the
Taylor community.
“I was very nervous that I
wouldn’t sound nearly as amazing as all the other acts in the
show, but the love that so many
people have given me has meant
so much to me,” Rivera said.
The guest performers from Wengatz hall rounded-out the show.
Their performance of the viral

TikTok song based on an old sea
shanty song, “Wellerman,” brought
many laughs from the audience and
set the stage for a fun second act.
In a similar fashion to MyGen,
there were two separate shows
at 6 p.m. and at 9 p.m. The energy levels between the audience of
the two shows was also similar to
MyGen with the second show being more energetic. Many of the

WTUR passes on leadership
Passing the torch to
new station managers
Nathaniel Boer
Contributor

Legends never die, they
just graduate.
Peter Williams (‘20) came into
WTUR a baby-faced freshman
filled with a love for radio in its
dying throes, and left the most
accomplished employee WTUR
has had.
In his nearly four years at
WTUR, Williams hosted five
shows, with five semesters as
the music director and three semesters as the station manager.
With his graduation this past
year, WTUR has handed over the
reins to sophomore Sawyer Pasma as the new station manager
and senior Erica Morman as the
programming manager.
“These are big shoes to fill,
that’s for sure, but an exciting challenge nonetheless,”
said Pasma.
Williams made his biggest
impact on pushing WTUR into
the future, no longer a single

medium entity but a multi-faceted media production institution.
From emphasizing Tutupalooza,
WTUR’s flagship event that happens every spring, to creating
brand new content like the Tiny
Desk series, WTUR has grown under Williams.
“The station was always about
retaining its voice of the campus, but also driving radio into
the future and why we need to
stay around for the next ten
years,” said Williams. “The minute I walked into the first callout
meeting for my radio show and
thought I would love to have an
impact on this club. It’s a special
place and will always be dear in
my heart.”
Growing WTUR is imperative for the future. Many colleges
like Taylor around the country,
including neighboring school
Indiana Wesleyan University,
have been closing their radio
program. He has done this by
surrounding himself with a dedicated team. In fact, the ability
to anticipate the growth of radio
was one main criteria in joining
the WTUR staff under Williams.

C el l a r D o or
February’s Top Picks
Amelia Bostick
Features Co-Editor

This month was a good one
for film.
Not only were the Golden
Globes this month, an award
show finally gratifying all the hard

work a production team has put
into a piece of art the previous
year, but there were some pretty
heavily anticipated releases.
In my last column, I gave a list
of three of these movies I was
looking forward to this February. In no particular order, here
are my reviews.
“Malcom & Marie” (2021):

Williams did more than anticipate the future, but made sense
of the present.
“Peter took something that
was discombobulated and
turned into a well-oiled machine,” said Morman. “WTUR
became a creative outlet for students with a consistent lasting
vision. This was done through
commitment and being known
as the WTUR guy, even before I
knew him.”
In fact, many of those on Taylor’s campus who couldn’t define WTUR knew that WTUR
defined Williams.
One of the crowning and most
overlooked accomplishments
of Williams, however, came not
from his responsibilities as a station manager, but in his role of
the music director.
Williams comprised a radio hour that featured what
he deemed was the greatest
hits from indie music of our
generation.
Featuring songs such as
“Somebody That I Used to Know,”
“Electric Feel” and “Pumped Up
Kicks” ranging from 2006 to
I’m a fan of Sam Levinson as a
writer, so when I saw this movie
was coming out in February, I was
super pumped. The fact that Zendaya and John David Washington
were the sole stars in the film was
an added bonus.
I watched it the moment it was
released on Netflix, and to be
honest, I tried so hard to like it. I
really did. Don’t get me wrong — I
loved all of “The Lego Movie” references and the pure passion for
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“Little Fish” was released on Feb. 5.

performers discussed this difference, as well as how enjoyable it
was for them to perform their
act twice.
“I think the two shows was a
fantastic idea,” said freshman
Aidan Merck. “For one, in case
people couldn’t make a certain
show, it gave them the chance for
two separate times to come. And
secondly, it was super fun getting
to perform twice. My personal favorite show definitely had to be
the second show. The room was
absolutely electric.”
Even with this new normal
routine to performances like
Nostalgia Night, it reminded
many of the essence of Taylor
and the heart of the community.
It highlighted the beauty of the
ability to be together again and
perform for one another.
No matter the style of the performance or the music offered,
the Taylor community will unify
and celebrate the talent offered
by students.
“That’s what’s great about
Taylor,” said sophomore Daaron Fleeger. “I remember in high
school when we would play at
like a homecoming dance, if you
screwed up, they booed at you. At
Taylor, if you screw up, they cheer
for you. I mean it’s amazing.”
echo@taylor.edu

A&E
EVENTS

Chorale Murder
Mystery

Mar. 19 @ 7:30-9 pm
Euler Lembright Atrium

Senior Voice Recital: Victoria Koro &
Madeline Logan
Mar. 20 @7:30-9pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Lyric Theatre
Review

Mar. 19 @ 7:30-9pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall
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Peter Williams led WTUR as station
manager until graduating during fall 2020.

2017: The Golden Age.
Williams is most proud of his
ability to make an impact on the
voice of Taylor.
WTUR has a representative
demographic across campus,
with athletes, honors students,

film students and nearly any type
of student involved with WTUR.
Williams graduated at the
end of the Fall semester of 2020
and is now working and living
in Chicago.

macaroni and cheese that Malcolm’s character had. But looking
past all that, these two characters
really just saved their best comebacks for this hour and a half of
their lives and still got nothing
accomplished. The whole movie
felt like a constant back and forth
with no goal in mind.
The actors did all of the heavy
lifting, but no matter how hard
they tried, they never could
pick up the deadweight that the
screenplay proved to be.
“Minari” (2021):
I already knew I would love this
one before I even pressed play.
Soonja says, “It’s better to see it
than to have it hide. Things that
hide are more dangerous and
scary.”
Need I say more? There’s so
much beauty in this movie, it’s
no wonder that it took the Golden Globe for Best International
Feature Film.
This movie takes on the empty promises of the American
Dream, the grandeur of American individualism and really just
all things American. The film
is told through the eyes of the
young son of Jacob and Monica,
David, who tries to fit his family into the cookie cutter standard for American families. He

is aggravated with his grandma,
who is eccentric and loves to
play, rather than homely and an
avid baker like the grandmothers
of his American friends.
This concept of cultural assimilation and the reality of it is told
seamlessly in this film, the message wrapped up in the incredible cinematography, soft colors
and of course, “wonderful, wonderful minari.”
“Little Fish” (2021):
“When your disaster is everyone’s disaster, how do
you grieve?”
Jude and Emma are newlyweds
who live in the near future where
a pandemic causing people to
lose their memories is coming
down hard on everyone they
know and love. It’s only a matter
of time before it comes for Jude.
He starts having to write his
friends names and their connection to him on the backs of their
photographs. Every day is an attempt of establishing the past
while trying to continue to grow
in the future.
This movie is absolutely heartbreaking and I’m honestly not
sure if I’m over it yet. After finishing the film, I didn’t know how
to continue with my day. I wanted to watch it over and over again

echo@taylor.edu

Faculty Voice Recital: Conor Angell
Mar. 26 @ 7:30-8:30pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Faculty Voice Recital: Dr. Loralee
Songer
Apr. 10 @7:30-8:30pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

and show it to everyone I know.
The pandemic atmosphere of the
movie is so relevant to what we
are living through right now that
it’s hard to believe this screenplay
was written before COVID-19 even
arrived at the scene.
“I was so sad the day I met you.
I can’t remember why,” Emma
says.
If you like “Eternal Sunshine
of the Spotless Mind,” check out
“Little Fish.”
Those are my movie picks. As
for music, here’s a tune that really stood out.
“Rocky” – Still Woozy (2021)
Still Woozy always delivers
with every new song he puts out.
Still Woozy is the solo project of singer/songwriter Sven
Gamsky, who records and produces all of his music in his garage. Mixing R&B, funk and indie
music, Gamsky is able to create
the perfect lucid tone to give any
homework session a seriously
chill soundtrack.
Next Month:
Here are a few things I’m interested in checking out next month.
“Beartown” (February 23, 2021)
“Raya and the Last Dragon”
(March 5, 2021)
“Cherry” (March 12, 2021)
echo@taylor.edu

Sundance film, “CODA,” is set to hit

TROJAN NATION

“After that, we weren’t really competing against
the other teams, it was, ‘Let’s just try to get the
school record at this point,”
Taylor 4x800 relay team wins National
Championship
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The rising popularity of sports gambling: Part II
Dangers of sports betting
Markus Miller

Co-Managing Editor
Betting on sports has become
both accessible and acceptable.
So, what exactly does that mean
for sports and their spectators?
The answer isn’t clear or
objective.
“Gambling (the exchange of
money or goods by betting or wagering) is viewed as an unwise
use of God-given resources and is
not acceptable in any form,” reads
Taylor University’s Life Together
Covenant.
By that definition, 52.9% of 34
participants in a survey of Samuel Morris Hall residents have broken the LTC by entering a fantasy
sports league with an entry fee.
Gambling is a broad term. It
could encompass anything from
lottery tickets to a slot machine,
but betting on sports in any form is
technically gambling. Some would
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FanDuel, which started as a daily fantasy
service, now features a sportsbook.

say there’s a difference between entering a fantasy league and putting
money on the spread in a game,
and historically, one has been
more socially acceptable.
The Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act of 2006
exempted fantasy sports from a
federal definition of gambling, ruling that it was a game of skill.

However, recent decisions by
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
has helped deem daily fantasy contests as gambling — for tax purposes. A 10-page memorandum
from the IRS, published in 2020,
read, “We conclude that the ‘skill’
involved in selecting fantasy players is similar to the skill involved
in selecting winners of individual

professional sports games, horse
races, or other traditional sports
gambling activities.”
Still, fantasy is considered a
game of skill rather than luck,
allowing sites like FanDuel and
DraftKings to operate in states
where gambling may be illegal.
“I think we really want to make
it different,” Assistant Professor of
Sports Management Amy Stucky
said of fantasy sports. “But in reality, there’s money on something.”
“Everyone plays in the NCAA
tournament bracket competitions,” Columbus Dispatch Sports
Columnist Rob Oller said. “Even
families that are against gambling
will play in those competitions for
some kind of prize.”
NCAA tournament pools and
small fantasy sports leagues are
gambling by definition, but other moral questions can come
into play. Can it be done for entertainment, and can it be done
responsibly?
As professors at a Christian

university, both Stucky and Assistant Professor of Marketing Mick
Bates drew comparisons to the alcohol dilemma within Christianity.
“I’m not sensing there’s a strict
prohibition on gambling in the
Bible, much like there isn’t a
strict prohibition on alcohol in
the Bible,” Bates said. “But there
is a spectrum of conviction level among people for both of
those issues.”
Sports in particular, is a conducive environment for betting. Fans
insist they know more than the average fan and will attempt to leverage that and bring in a profit.
Stucky emphasized how much
more attractive sports betting is
to sports fans than other forms
of gambling. She said that as a
sports-centric society, there’s a difference between sticking money
in a machine at a casino and enjoying the excitement of an athletic event.
Another parallel to alcohol is
the risk of addiction.

A study from the National Council on Problem Gambling found
that 2017 data revealed over 13%
of adolescents wagered money
on sports teams. The same study
found that the average sports bettor believes it is more skill than
luck, that aggressive marketing
has slowed down those hoping
to stop betting on sports and that
youth gamblers have higher rates
of addiction than adults.
A sports betting addiction can
have humble beginnings too.
“There’s this physiological thing
that I think happens,” Bates said. “I
don’t have the data on it, but I’ve
seen it occur in people, what I call
the fever. You start to gamble, and
you may win or you may lose, but
either one of those begets another
bet. And another bet. And there’s
this perception that you’re going
to get it back on the next bet. So,
there’s some definite risks when
it comes to any form of betting
or gambling.”
echo@taylor.edu

Competitive cheer’s inaugural season
Taylor’s only coed
varsity sport
Payne Moses
Staff Writer

The spirit of game day cheerleading has long been a part of
Taylor University athletics. Competitive cheer, however, made its
debut this spring at the Saint Francis Invitational in Fort Wayne, Ind.
The co-ed sport would have
participated in the Crossroads
League Championships Feb. 27
in Marion, Ind. if not for COVID-19
complications within the team.
Head Coach Hannah Kirby is in
her first season as Taylor’s competitive cheer coach. Kirby graduated in 2020 from Indiana Wesleyan
University. While attending IWU,
Kirby was a cheerleader and part
of four NAIA National Championship qualifying teams.
“Even before I heard about the
Taylor job, my dream has been to

cultivate a really good cheerleading program,” Kirby said. “When
that opportunity was right in front
of my face, I could not help myself,
and I applied for the job.”
Kirby also described how the
quick transition from student-athlete to head coach has been thus
far in her short tenure at Taylor.
“It’s definitely different,” Kirby
said. “But I can say that I definitely love it. I can say that I really like
this side of cheerleading, which
is something I am really thankful
for. I like that I can still be around
cheer and also give back to the
sport that has given a lot to me.”
Junior Kirsten Norman provided a student-athlete’s opinion on
her Taylor cheer experience.
“I actually never did cheer in
high school, like ever,” Norman
said. “So, coming here I didn’t really have any expectations. I am
just blown away by the program,
like I love it. There’s no toxic energy. I can just do what I love, which

is tumbling, now cheering.”
Since her first two years at Taylor were solely game day cheer,
Norman recalled the advent
of cheer becoming a competitive sport.
“It feels a lot more official, and
I enjoy having a coach that knows
exactly what we’re doing at every
minute of the practice,” Norman
said. “We’re not wasting time by
showing up.”
Like Norman, junior Maiya
Szotkowski had never competed in cheer, but did participate in
sideline cheer in high school.
“I think the most challenging
part has been probably just getting used to what it means to be
on a competitive cheer team,”
Szotkowski said. “Practices are a
lot more structured, which is great
because I thrive off of structure …
Getting adjusted to new expectations definitely was a challenge,
but a positive challenge.”
Szotkowski made it clear that

the uplifting team atmosphere
made the most difficult of practices worth it, pushing them forward in the process.
The COVID-19 pandemic created new problems. Szotkowski referred to her team finding out one
of them had tested positive for the
coronavirus only 20 to 30 minutes
prior to them leaving for the Crossroads League Championships.
Kirby placed this disappointment aside when looking back at
Taylor’s first ever cheer competition in Fort Wayne.
“Taylor had an amazing first
showing for our first competition,” Kirby said. “They threw a
really strong routine, which they
were proud of, and, in turn, I was
proud of as well. Now they know
what it’s like to compete on the
NAIA Crossroads League floor.”
Norman reminisced on how it
felt to take part in Taylor’s and her
own first cheer competition.
“The whole time I was super,
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Competitive cheer competed in one event on the
season, before COVID-19 complications.

super nervous just to get out on
the mat and do the routine,” Norman said. “But the reaction we got
from the other teams, like even
IWU, our biggest competition,
it was so supportive. You could
just tell everyone wanted us to be
there … So, it was just really exciting to see our hard work pay off
and other teams respect us.”
As a whole, Norman thought
they executed their double-stacked pyramid group
stunt to perfection. This was a
feat Norman claimed to be the
most nerve-wracking piece of
the routine.

Szotkowski was equally thrilled
with the camaraderie and support
from the other six opposing teams
at the Saint Francis Invitational.
Looking into the future, Szotkowski mentioned two simple
keys for team success in the Crossroads League and beyond.
“The biggest thing is just time
and dedication,” Szotkowski said.
“We’ve had a ton of recruits come
to practice which has been really
fun … I think in a couple of years,
with a few seasons under our belt,
we’ll definitely be a force to be
reckoned with.”
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor 4x800 relay team wins National Championship
Multiple Trojans gain
All-American Honors
Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer

Juniors Abbey Brennan, Giovanna Domene, Corinne O’Leary
and sophomore Brooke Studnicki claimed the Women’s NAIA
4x800-meter relay race national championship in a dominating fashion.
The time of 9:18.25 was enough
for a comfortable five second margin of victory over Morningside’s
quartet of runners. The time was
also quick enough to beat the previous school record, which was set
by this same group of Trojan runners last year, also during the indoor track nationals which placed
the group fifth.

What makes the feat more impressive is that O’Leary and Domene have currently had their
training set on next month’s cross
country national championship,
yet they still went out and performed well. A deep trust and an
ability to have fun is the key for the
group having so much success in
the past on the track.
During the finals race, Domene
told O’Leary to go out and beat the
school record.
“After that, we weren’t really competing against the other
teams, it was, ‘Let’s just try to get
the school record at this point,’”
O’Leary said.
During the preliminary race, the
quartet of Trojan runners ran the
fastest time of 9:27.08, showing a
near nine second improvement
for the finals.

Brennan and Domene also comRoth feels he has been on the outdoor season.
peted in other events during pre- back foot for much of the school
There were also three other
liminary night, the 600-meter race year due to hamstring issues Taylor runners in the 5,000-meand the 1,000-meter race, respec- and is looking forward to the ter race, senior Luke Rovenstine,
tively. However, neither qualified
for the finals.
Freshman Patience Sakeuh became an All-American with her
performance in the 60-meter hurdle race with a time of 9.13 to finish eighth. She also outperformed
expectations for her as the 16 seed.
Senior Livy Schroder would also
become an All-American with her
performance in the 5,000-meter
race with a time 17:45.15 to finish
fourth. This was her best performance at the national championships with previous finishes
of 19th and 14th. by far my stronPhotograph provided by Taylor Athletics
gest race of the season, so it was a
The 4x800 relay team also broke the Taylor school
good bounceback performance,”
record on top of their national championship.
Roth said.

junior Derek Van Prooyen, and
junior Connor White. They
would finish 10th, 15th and 16th,
respectively.
Taylor men would also have two
other runners in events. Freshman
Nate Conkel ran the 800-meter
preliminary but would not qualify for the finals. Senior Daniel
Gerber ran the 3,000-meter race
and would finish 10th overall in
the finals.
These efforts were enough to
help Taylor post a 44th place finish overall with six points.
“I think we had more highs than
lows this year. It was definitely a
successful meet,” head coach Derek Gay said.
Both the men’s and women’s
track teams will start their outdoor
season on March 27 in Marion.
echo@taylor.edu

Abby Brennan

Aidan Craig

Track and Field

Lacrosse

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Freshman
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•

Year

Fishers, IN

Hometown

Marketing

Major

Attack
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Position

Ethan Massey

Funniest Teammate

Crooked Arrows

Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e

(765) 998-7261

Junior
F o r t Way n e , I N
PPE/Systems
Distance
Corinne O’Leary
The Blind Side
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